Your Name (Peer Editor): _____________________

Author’s Name: _____________________


Descriptive Essay Peer Editing Checklist

**Note: Editing a writer’s work is a time consuming but important job. Please take your time with each of the following steps. Do not take shortcuts. We each are only able to become stronger writers if we are given critical but kind feedback from others. There are many areas on this checklist which require you to think critically about the writer’s work and write responses both on the writer’s paper and on this worksheet. Be sure to complete all parts. Please return this worksheet to the writer. The writer of the essay will turn this in with his/her final draft.
1) Read your partner’s paper SILENTLY and mark with editing codes. 

a. As you are reading, make any spelling / grammar changes that you find.

b. Pay special attention to dialogue

i. Each time a new person speaks, the new speaker’s words should be indented on a new line

ii. The punctuation mark should be INSIDE the quotation mark. 

c. Explain at least two grammatical errors in the space below. 




1) 





2) 
2) Examine the hook and introduction of the essay. How clever and enticing is the hook? 

a. Does the reader create a picture in your mind with his/her words?  YES
/ Needs to improve

b. Make a suggestion as to how the author can make the introduction EVEN BETTER. You may even try rewriting a portion of his/her introduction to make it better. Write your improvements/suggestions below. 
3) Provide a summary of your partner’s narrative (in this summary you should explain what the plot is). 

4) Find the point in your partner’s paper where the conflict is identified. Explain what the conflict is below.

a. If you do not know what the conflict is, write this down at the top of paper (this is an indication that your partner needs to clarify their writing).

5) Identify 2 examples of imagery from the author’s paper. Write “imagery” next to the sentence in the paper. Also, record the examples of imagery below. If any of the author’s examples of imagery are incorrect or can be improved, EDIT THE EXAMPLE.

a. If there are not 2 examples of imagery in the author’s paper, write her a note at the top of her essay saying she must edit to include imagery.
6) Identify one metaphor in the author’s paper. Write “metaphor” next to the sentence in the paper. Also, record the metaphor below.  If the metaphor(s) is incorrect or needs to be improved, EDIT THE EXAMPLE. 
a. If there is not an example of metaphor in the author’s paper, write her a note at the top of her essay saying she must edit to include at least one metaphor. 

7) WORD CHOICE: Find three verbs and three adjectives that can be improved. Suggest better words to more accurately convey what the author intends. In each instance, suggest a new word that helps to create a better “picture in the reader’s mind” of what is happening. Mark these word changes on the author’s paper as well as in the charts below. 

	Old VERB
	New verb suggestion

	  
	

	
	

	
	


	Old ADJECTIVE
	New adjective suggestion

	
	

	
	

	
	


8) DESCRIPTIVE/SENORY WRITING: Suggest one sentence that the author can edit to become descriptive and to paint a better “picture in the reader’s mind.” Write this sentence down in the space provide. Then, below it, rewrite it so that it is DESCRIPTIVE.


Old Sentence: 

New Sentence:

9) TITLE: Write the author’s title here: _____________________________________

a. Analyze the title. Is it creative? Is it too simple or obvious? Offer feedback and/or suggest an alternative title. 
10) CLARITY: It is important that every part of the author’s story is clear and that it makes sense. Read his/her paper again. Is there any point in the narrative that makes you a little confused? Do you want the author to explain a certain part better so that readers will understand what he/she means? 

a. Use the following codes to mark these points in the writer’s story: 
i. unclear = this part is unclear and needs to be revised
ii. awk = this part/word is a little awkward and should be changed
iii. exp = explain this more so that it makes better sense for readers 

** You must use at least one of these codes a minimum of TWO TIMES on the writer’s paper.
11) What was the overall theme of the essay? What tone did the author use to get to that theme? Write the answers below. If unknown, make your best guess and a note to be more clear to the author.
